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Acts – Chapter 1 

Context 

The book of Acts was written by Luke, who is also the Author of the book of Luke. Luke was 

a physician by profession. The book is addressed to Theophilus. The beginning of both the 

Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts are addressed to Theophilus. Some biblical scholars 

have argued that the name refers to “Lover of God” and hence the presupposition that it was 

an honorary reference to a Roman Christian (Theophilus, 2018) to whom Luke was writing. 

This is evidenced by other references to Roman rulers in the Bible such as “The most 

Excellent Governor Felix” (Acts 23: 26), the most “noble Festus” (Acts 26: 25) and “Most 

Excellent Theophilus” (Luke 1: 3). 

It contains accounts of the lives of the disciples, most specifically Peter and Paul, but is not 

meant to be a historical account of the church as such. It also contains the accounts of what 

happened at Pentecost when the Holly Spirit visited and also accounts of Jesus’ disciples 

performing miracles; a confirmation of the promise by Jesus before his death and resurrection. 

1. Prayer is key 

Our walk with God this year should be accompanied by fervent prayer. Just like the disciples 

of Christ, his brothers, the women and Mary the mother of Jesus who kept praying even after 

Christ’s ascension and promise, we all have the duty to pray incessantly. The 11 disciples of 

Jesus retreated to the “upper room” and spent time in prayer and supplication (Acts1: 13&14). 

We must call to heaven for the Holly Spirit to fill us and to give us wisdom to navigate the 

treacherous path of life. It is the knowledge of God through his word that brings wisdom 

(Psalms 19: 7). Like we were told during the retreat (Devotion by Winnie Kariuki), just 

because the mission is from God does not mean that we will not face opposition, therefore the 

need to remain in close communication with God and seeking spiritual strength (Nehemiah 

3,4,5). 

2. Listen to God’s voice 

As we reflect on the word of God, we need to ask ourselves where our faith is hinged on. Do 

we strongly believe in the fact that Jesus is present here with us? We therefore need to 

develop an ear to listen to God and get direction on where he wants us to go. In fact, as the 

year begins, we should have a conviction not to begin the journey unless God is with us (Acts 

1: 4). 



Many times, when we are told by God to wait, we become restless and are anxious to see 

results and things moving. However, the appointed time is always the best since it is God’s 

will (Acts 1: 7). 

 

3. Called to serve  

Our calling is to serve where God has called us. When it came time to select the disciple to 

replace Judas, the 11 prayed about it and cast lots. The lot fell on Mathias who became the 

replacement for Judas. However, in as much as we are not told of the fate of Joseph (the other 

contestant), he had an important role to play still in the work of evangelism (which is why he 

was nominate in the first place). We therefore do not need to have strife over work or other 

business that we do as a team. God will appoint us to the rightful role where we are able to 

serve effectively. Competition that sometimes arises in our lives should not be a matter of 

win/ lose. We should trust that the will of God is being done and continue to do our best in the 

place where God has chosen us to serve. 

Equally perilous as unfair competition and strife is using the positions we are given for deceit 

or selling the trust we have been bestowed for our own benefit. Like Judas, the end is 

predictable and is bound to result in undesirable outcomes. In Acts 1: 18 we are told that 

Judas bought a piece of land with the money he was given for betraying Jesus. He ended up 

falling to his death/ being involved in an incident where his intestines spilled out. The position 

he had in the ministry was transferred to Mathias. 

 

Dr. Oyaya’s comments 

-The text (Acts 1) mirrors Mathew 10 from first devotion. 

-We can also draw a lesson on succession. 

-There is also a lesson on managing transition. 

-Another way to look at it is from the elements of growth and managing that growth (The 

apostles grew from 12 apostles to 120 within a short time and exponentially afterwards 

through evangelism). 

-Expansion; starting from the known to the unknown. When IDIA began, it was not clear that 

we would be where we are right now. 

-Wages of greed/ deceit; Anything ill-gotten is not profitable or sustainable. 

-Prayer and supplication is key because we don’t manage out of our own might. 
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