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Context 

This chapter of the Bible starts with the story of Paul, who went about persecuting the 

disciples of Christ. His journey on the road to Damascus led him to an Encounter with a “light 

from heaven.” At the time, many men and women who professed Christianity and preached 

the gospel lived in constant danger of death. They were threatened and sometimes forced to 

flee their homes. This is what we read in many verses of the book of Acts. Even Peter and 

John, like we saw in our previous devotion were tried and imprisoned on many occasions 

because of their faith. 

We cannot hide from God’s purpose 

Saul was a man feared in those days because of his reputation of threatening and causing 

harm to those who professed their faith. We read in this chapter that some apostles, even after 

his conversion could not believe that indeed he had been converted. He was one of those 

people who could have been written away as a “lost soul” or a “radical” with no chances of 

salvation. In fact, in Acts 7:58, Saul was one of the people who was present at the Stoning of 

Stephen. The Bible says that as Stephen was being stoned, the witnesses laid their coats at the 

feet of Saul who was then a young man. However, Christ comes calling and indeed calls out 

his name. And even as Stephen was being stoned and interceding for the people who were 

stoning him, Saul was listening. Despite being a radical and being at the head of this huge 

movement to round up and persecute Christians, he was broken down and the gospel came to 

him in such dramatic fashion. It was Jesus himself who spoke to him and converted him in 

this spectacular way. 

In Isaiah 43, we are told that God knows each of us by our names. In fact, in verse 1, it states 

that “But now, thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel 

Fear not for I have redeemed thee. I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine (NKJV).” 

Moses in the old testament also ran away from his responsibilities of leading the children of 

Israel and went to hide among the Midianites where he met Zipporah, Married and settled 

down. However, when the Israelites cried out to God, he sends Moses back into Egypt, where 

the King wanted to kill him (though by the time he was returning this particular king had 

died) and uses him as his tool to deliver them. 

 

 



Christ knows our experience 

Saul heard a voice bellowing down from heaven asking “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 

me?” We find in verse 5 that this was the voice of Jesus who himself was crucified by the 

Jews. When anyone persecute the children of God, he takes it personally. The Lord comes to 

him and converts Saul to Paul; much to the astonishing turn of events in the life of Saul. Saul 

becomes a tool for the continued growth of the church. Indeed, he also finds himself on the 

wrong side of the people who were hunting him down (Acts 9:23). He was without sight at 

some point due to the experience of Christ on the road to Damuscus. It is Ananias who comes 

up and heals his blindness. Note that before Ananias was called by God, he was praying and 

God heard his prayer. 

In Mathew 25:31-46, we are told that Christ will judge everyone according to what they were 

able to do for their brother or their sister who was hungry and they gave him to eat; they were 

thirsty and they gave him to drink; they were a stranger and they invited him to eat; they were 

not clothed and the brethren clothed him; they were sick and in prison and they came to take 

care of him. This is how things happen in the Kingdom of God. We are the ones who can act 

and cause a difference in others’ lives especially if God has given us the means. If we all did 

this, then no one will be lacking in anything in the Kingdom of God (while we are still here 

on earth as brothers and sisters reflecting Christ). 

Our pain and shame will be covered 

The moment Saul is converted, there were many who doubted his salvation. However, the 

brothers who were among the apostles slowly accepted him. He spoke boldly for Christianity 

and was responsible for many more people who came to salvation. His previous bad 

reputation was covered and he became a friend to those whom he persecuted. He became the 

most important preacher and is responsible for many books of the new testament. God worked 

on him and turned him into an effective weapon for the spread of salvation. He that caused so 

much pain ended up being responsible for the healing of yet many more. In fact, simply by 

not persecuting Christians anymore brought reprieve to those who feared him. We of course 

know that he did much more to continue the work of Christ. 

 

Comments 

God exposes himself to our lives. He will also not contend with man forever. There is a step 

that we have to make to draw closer to God.  

God allowed his people to suffer but for His glory. Paul despised God but he ended up relying 

on him so dearly. 


